
The Global 1960s 

Interview Project and Reflections Paper 

The Interview project has three elements: 

1) A structured interview with someone who can describe, in detail, their experience living 
through a prominent socio-political event covered in our class, preferably something in 
immediate aftermath of WWII (“First/Second Cold War”). 

a. Your interview should last 30 minutes. 
b. Your interview, while structured, should also allow for degrees of freedom for 

follow up inquiries, tangents, discussion points, and fluidity between you and 
your interviewee.  

c. It would be wise to go into the interview having first collaborated with the 
interviewee about the nature of the topic you intend to cover. 

d. Feel free to consult with Dr. Labaree and/or Dr. Viola about a proposed list of 
questions: they should be both closed and open-ended (closed: “Where were you 
when JFK was shot?”; open: “Tell me more about that experience.”) 

 
Note well: The spirit of this interview assignment is to spend time with someone with 
firsthand experience hearing about, living through, and confronting a prominent 
historical experience that we can only read about in books. Don’t confine yourself to 30 
minutes if you feel yourself becoming entrenched, in a good way, in the interview 
experience. The entirety of the class will benefit from your having done this. 
 

2) A brief 2-3 page reflection paper on your experience conducting the interview. 
a. No bells and whistles here: what was it like for you, what did you learn, what 

were you anticipating, did your expectations align with what you experienced, 
why or why not? Share, reflect, process. 
 

3) A brief and informal feedback session and discussion with the class about your 
experience. 

a. No formal presentation required, though you’ll have a captive audience and it will 
be formative for everyone for you to lend some insight into what your gleaned by 
conducting the interview.  

Due dates: We will devote some class time to your reflections about your interviews beginning 
in mid-February. Your reflection papers are due to us by Monday, March 4th.  

Assessment:  This project will account for 25% of your third quarter grade.  We will be most 
interested in the quality of the questions you ask and your ability in explaining to others--both 
in class and in writing--what you learned from the interview.   

 


