
The Global 1960s/Labaree and Viola 

Test review (for Thursday, March 14) 

 

Questions: 

1. In his piece "The Origins of the Postwar Internationalism System", Thomas Patterson argues, "Just as 
the war [WWII] threw politics into chaos, it also hastened the disintegration of empires." (p. 13) 
Where, when, and why? 
 

2. How did the United States and the Soviet Union view "self" and "other" in the mid to late 1940s? What 
do you think was most important about those views? (see especially the Kennan and Novikov 
telegrams) 
 

3. Many historians of the period we've been studying (1945 to the early 60s) focus on the US-USSR 
rivalry and what they often describe as a "bipolar" world. What are the strengths and weaknesses of 
that analytical framework?  
 

4. In the 1941 Atlantic Charter, the United States (along with Britain) pledged  to "respect the right of all 
peoples to choose the form of government under which they will live; and they wish to see sovereign 
rights and self government restored to those who have been forcibly deprived of them." Why, then, did 
the United States oppose nationalist movements in China, Vietnam, and Cuba?  
 

5. Historian Bruce Cumings has written, the Korean War "didn't brand a generation, and it may be 
forgotten or unknown to the general public, but it was the occasion for transforming the United States  
into a country that the founding fathers would barely recognize." (in The Korean War: A History, p. 
207)  What does he mean by that?   
 

6. Former secretary of state Dean Acheson once said, "June 25 [1950] removed many things from the 
realm of theory. Korea seemed to-and did- confirm NSC-68." What did he mean? With what 
consequences? 
 

7. What were the origins of the Cuban revolution that resulted in Castro's ouster of Batista in late 
1958/early 1959? What were the similarities and differences between that revolutionary movement 
and others in Asia and Africa in the 1950s and early 1960s? (see, for example, the Ho Chi Minh, Che 
Guevara, Castro, and Nkrumah documents) 
 

8. Why did the United States take a hard stand against Soviet deployment of nuclear weapons to Cuba 
even though that deployment did little to alter the overall military equation? Why did the 
administration opt for a "quarantine" of Cuba rather than launching a military strike or working more 
aggressively to seek a diplomatic settlement through the Organization of American States or the 
United Nations 
 

9. Why did revolution and independence occur later in Africa (in general) than in the Americas and East 
Asia?  
 

10. What do the African short stories you have read tell us about the legacy of colonialism in Africa? 

 

Note:  As you ponder these questions, it would--of course-- be a good idea to use our assigned readings and 
class discussions to inform your thinking. Readings outside the Vadney text are posted on our WordPress site. 

 

 


